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electricity. Using oil is a major problem for
the climate, because every time you use oil,
or brown energy, you burn fossil fuels and
that's not good.”

"What are fossil fuels?” I interrupted.

Peter explained that fossil fuels are oil, coal
and gas.

"Do you still use these fos-sil fuels to make
electricity? If it’s so bad, cant you use some-
thing else to heat your houses? Find another
way to make electricity?”

Peter pointed out across the water and said:
"Milton, that’s exactly what we've done. You

see, we have quite a lot of water up here.
We built 5 hydroelectric plants in different
parts of Greenland, but we don’t have one in
Uummannagq yet. Hydroelectric plants help us
to create electricity from green energy.”

"How can you turn water into electricity? Do
you have magical water here in Greenland?”

Peter laughed and answered:

"You could say that the water has magical
powers and is really clever. The water from
waterfalls, or the water that flows in the
great rivers has a lot of energy in it.”

"But Peter, how do you capture all that energy?”
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We all shouted “YES!” in unison, and Nivi
asked us to fetch paper, cardboard, maga-
zines, glue, scissors and anything else we
needed to make our own ‘green me’ plan.

When we had collected what we needed and
sat down in our seats, Nivi said:

“Let’s get on with making our own personal
‘green me’ plan. A personal plan for what you
will start doing to fight climate change from
tomorrow.”

Nivi took a magazine from one of the baskets.
“Look through the magazines and cut out pic-
tures of things that are good for the climate
and things that are bad for the climate. Each
group should make two piles. We'll call one
pile green and the other brown, just like the

types of energy I told you about. Afterwards,
you will all make ‘Things I will do more -
Things I will do less’ lists. Eventually, you will
have your very own ‘green me’ plan.”

Malik and I could hardly wait to get started.
The bubbles in my stomach grew larger and
larger. I was excited to show Amanda and
Conrad my very own ‘green me’ plan. Perhaps
I could also get them to make their own plan.

After a while, Nivi asked us to share what we
had on our ‘green me’ plans. Palana told us
how she would start to walk or bike to school
every day, and not let her parents drive her.
Termagq told us how he’d have one meat-free
day every week, and Malik would eat fewer
sweets.
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I was back in the safe world between
Uummannag in Greenland and the enchanted
forest. As usual, I only managed to blink
three times before - hey, presto - I was
back in my cosy cave. Amanda and Conrad

were waiting anxiously to hear everything I

had learned about Global Goal 13 - Climate

Action. I could hardly wait to show them my
‘green me’ plan.
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"Yes, Termaq - tell us,” Nivi said with friendly
encouragement.

Termagq told us that his uncle said that every
time a cow farts, methane comes out and
goes straight into the at-mos-phere, so that it
becomes even thicker.

"Termaq is right,” Nivi said. Every time the
cows fart, they produce methane gas. It
sounds funny, but try to think about how
many cows there are in the world. Think
about how many farts and how much methane
gas that will add up to.”
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Chapter 1
The boy in the raindrops

Amanda had flown back to sit on her root under ~ Perhaps they were playing their very own
he ceiling. All three of us just sat there with-  games of word-tag?
out saying anything. All we could hear was

he rain, wind and the rumbling outside. I got up and walked towards the entrance to

the cave. It was as if I couldn't help it, like
My mind was playing a crazy game of word- something was drawing me there. It was dark
ag. Ultraviolet rays, climate change and the outside.

atmosphere were playing tag with the green-
house effect and the sun. When I
closed my eyes, I could clearly see
hem all running around together.
It looked funny.

Do you know the feeling,

when you've learned a lot of
new words, like they're running
around in your head?

Suddenly, I was disturbed by a
strange noise from outside. My
game of word-tag stopped.
Amanda and Conrad were still
lost in their own thoughts.
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Peter kept telling his story:

“Today, hunters can’t hunt like they did in
the past. The fjord freezes later than it used
to, and the ice disappears faster. Without any
sea ice, they can't go out on the fjord in their
dog sleds. The sea ice is not as thick as it was
before. I remember that in the 1980s, it was
up to 200 centimetres thick in some places.
Today it's only 80 to 100 centimetres.”

Peter looked at me and could see that his
story made me sad.

"Don’t be sad, Milton. There are also a lot of
positive climate things happening here in
Greenland. We have become very good at

using green energy instead of brown energy
when we need light and heat for our homes.”

I looked at Malik to see if he understood
what his dad had said. He didn't look like

a huge question mark was hanging over his
head, so I assumed he knew what brown and
green energy were.

I turned to Peter and asked:

"Peter, how can energy have different colours?
What's brown energy and what's green energy?
Is one colour better than the other?”

Do you know the difference between brown
and green energy?

Peter smiled at me and said:

"There’s no doubt that green energy is
much better than brown energy.
More than 25 years ago,
all of our electricity

came from some
large buildings
called power
plants. Those
power plants
used oil, or
brown energy,
to make
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I only blinked
three times

before I could

feel my feet hit
the ground. I

knew I'd land-

ed, but wait

- where was the
sun? On all my
travels, I'd always
arrived at sun-

rise, but here in
Uummannag, it was
completely dark. I
tilted my head back
and looked up at the
black sky. To my surprise,

I saw the coolest light I've
ever seen. It was like an
enchanted light and sort of
reminded me of my molten
rainbow brook. Had it come
with me?

I couldn't figure it out. I took a few

deep breaths, and got the bubbles in

my stomach a bit more under control.
That was something my mum had taught
me. When I was nervous about something,
I should always stop for a moment and
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"Are you okay, Milton?”

"Well, I just think that all those long, difficult
words are a bit hard to understand. Every
time I understand a difficult word, you say
something new like green-house-effect. What
does it mean?”

Do you also find it hard to understand all the
new words Conrad says?

Conrad took my hand and looked kindly into
my eyes.

“Well, Milton, I also thought that it was
difficult to understand at first. Remember how
many times you've heard me sigh deeply when
T've been reading my books.”

Conrad was absolutely right. It helped to
remember that it was difficult, even for my
clever friend Conrad.

I suddenly remembered something he told us
about before. The UN and the 17 Global Goals.
Wasn't there a goal related to the climate?

"GLOBAL GOALS!” The words jumped out
of my mouth. It startled Amanda and she
jumped.

Conrad smiled proudly.

"You're absolutely right, Milton. You've

remembered well! Global Goal 13 is all about
climate. The goal is called Climate Action. It
tells us that we need to stop global warming
and slow down climate change. You know
what would be really cool?”

Conrad continued before Amanda and I could
say anything.

"Imagine if you went on a journey into the
world, Milton, where you could learn even
more about all the things we just talked
about. Maybe you could learn more about
Global Goal 13 - Climate Action, and get
some ideas about what we can do to stop
global warming and help get the climate back
on track.”

E Milton and the cool green energy 9
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Chapter 6
Cow farts

We were having our lunch in the canteen.
Because of my visit, there was a surprise
waiting for us. As we approached the cafeteria,
I could smell all kinds of unfamiliar smells.

“Malik, do you know what the surprise is?”

He pulled me close and whispered:

"All our parents have prepared some authentic
Greenlandic food for us so you can taste it.
Don't tell them I told you. You have to look
surprised when we enter the canteen.”

I nodded and got that warm feeling in my
rabbit body again. I liked that Malik and I
had secrets together.

Inside the canteen, there was a long table
where all the food was. Malik took me by the
hand and said:

"Come on, Milton, I'll tell you what we're

having. You can start getting excited, because
it’s really good.”

The first dish on the table was a soup called
suaasat. It's a soup made of pudding rice,
potatoes and some seasoning. The soup was
accompanied by seal meat. The next dish on
the table was mattak, another Greenlandic
speciality. It is whale skin with blubber.

L

SOAASAT
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We quickly left the docks. Out we went onto
the Uummannag fjord. I sat on the deck with
Malik. The cold wind made my rabbit ears
flap. The air felt nice and clean in my nose.
Peter stopped the boat near an iceberg and
came out on deck to see us.

He smiled as he looked at me and said:
"Someone’s come to the cold north. I can see

tiny icicles in your whiskers!”

Malik’s dad took out some sealskin blankets.
We wrapped them around us. We made our-
selves comfortable on the deck.

I told Peter how surprised I was that

there wasn’t more snow and sea ice here

in Uummannagq.
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But wait - what was that?

A whirlwind appeared in front of me. The wind
brought thousands of raindrops together. The
raindrops merged and formed the shape of a
boy. I had to blink twice to make sure that

I wasn't seeing things. Suddenly, the boy
came alive and walked towards me. He was
smiling from ear to ear. He looked friendly.
As he came closer, I could see his snow-white
anorak, black trousers and some unbelievably
nice boots.

“Aluu Milton,” the boy said. "My name is Ma-
lik and I live in Greenland. Come and visit me
in my town, Uummannag. I'll show you what
climate change and global warming has meant

for us. Greenland is one of the places in the
world where you can clearly see the effects of
climate change.”

I think my jaw hit my chest! That's how
surprised I was to meet the Greenlandic boy
Malik right here in the middle of the enchant-
ed forest. I couldn’t help but look at Malik's
amazing boots. He noticed and gave me one
of his broad smiles.

"Do you like my boots, Milton?”

"Uh... yes,” I stuttered.

Malik looked at his boots, then at me.
"We call these boots kamiks. They are made
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Chapter ¢

Milton the sluice captain

When the film ended, Nivi turned the lights
back on. We all had to cover our eyes for a
while, so we could slowly get used to the
bright light from the ceiling. Then we went
back to our desks again.

Have you ever gone from a completely dark
room to a bright room and had to cover your
eyes, just to get used to the light?

When I removed my hand from my eyes, I
could see that one of the girls had already
raised her hand.

Nivi looked at her and said:
"Yes, Palana, what would you like to ask?”

Palana made that thinking-sound we some-
times make to give ourselves time to think
things over again, before the words come out
of our mouths.

Do you make a thinking-sound too?

"Well, while we were watching the film,

I remembered how we had talked about
producing less greenhouse gas. Surely it isnt
enough just to produce less of the gases?
The wild weather is already here. We need to
protect ourselves from that, don't we?”

Nivi nodded and looked around at the whole
class as she answered:

E Milton and the cool green energy 47





OEBPS/cMcLj7J3SE-LEgWrle8eLw.jpg
That is what we call the greenhouse effect.”

"Hmmm - is that the same greenhouse effect
as in my mum’s greenhouse back home?” I
asked with interest.

“Close, Milton! Your mum’s greenhouse works
in much the same way. Her greenhouse traps
heat from the sun’s rays inside it. And when
the heat can’t get back out, it creates a
greenhouse effect.

When the atmosphere captures the heat from
the Earth’s surface, the same greenhouse
effect is created, but on a much larger scale.”

One of the girls from the class raised her hand
and pointed to Nivi's drawing.

"If the at-mos-phere is like the transparent
blanket you drew on the board, is the blanket
made of glass?”

Nivi smiled and answered:

"No, the atmosphere is made up of different
kinds of gases. They are called greenhouse
gases. For example, there are gases like
methane and carbon dioxide, which you may
have heard of. Carbon dioxide is also called C02.”

A boy across from me raised his hand and
said:

"I think it sounds like the sun, the Earth’s
surface and the atmosphere work really well
together, so what's the problem?”

Nivi looked down at the boy as she answered:
"Well, the problem is that all of us here on Earth

are producing too many greenhouse gases.

That means that the atmospheric blanket is
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It gave me a nod to say thank you and I sent
it a big smile.

I woke up with a start to find Amanda and
Conrad stood next to my bed looking at me.
Conrad asked me why I was smiling like that.

I told them about my dream and we agreed
that if we all put on
green glasses, we
would be able to help
the atmosphere become
thinner. That way we
could reduce climate
change in the future.

It was late. Aman-
da and Conrad had
finished their ‘green
me’ plans and were
ready to put them
into action tomorrow.
I stayed in my bed.
Amanda had tucked
herself in on the
root in the ceiling.
Conrad had already
fallen asleep and was
snoring like a sawmill
on the soft mossy

carpet. I closed my eyes and just before I fell
asleep, I imagined that we, along with Global
Goal 13 - Climate Action, were dancing happily
around the cave. With our green glasses on,
we were celebrating the fact that we were
heading down the cool green energy path.
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When my eyes had grown
accustomed to the dark, I
looked at the trees. They held
on tightly to the soil with
their roots, so the strong wind
wouldn't tip them over. When
I looked up, I could see how
the lightning was dancing
above the treetops. It looked
fantastic. As if someone was
taking pictures with a strong
flash. That's how crazy the
lightning was.

The strange sound grew louder
and louder. It sounded as if
someone was calling me. It
sounded like a boy. I stuck my
head out through the opening.
The voice became clearer.

Suddenly, there was a huge crash.
Outside, the sky lit up so much
that the stars almost turned invisible.
Lightning had clearly struck the molten
rainbow brook. I had to squint because the
light was so bright.
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MATTAK-

We put some food on our plates and went to
sit at a table with the rest of the class.

"How do you eat this mattak?” I asked
excitedly. I wanted to do it right.

Malik answered with his mouth full of food.
"You take a piece of mattak, sprinkle it with
Aromat. Then you can dip it in the dip,
which is made from a mixture of liver and
crowberries.”

After lunch, we went back to class. But
instead of sitting down in our seats, Nivi
asked us to sit in a circle on the cushions

on the floor. When we were all in place, she
asked if I enjoyed my lunch. I had to admit
that it was very different to the carrots I was
used to eating, but I enjoyed eating Green-
landic food and thanked everyone for the
lovely surprise.

Nivi clapped her hands to get our attention.
"Now we'll talk about the other greenhouse
gas, methane. Can anyone tell me where that
gas comes from?”

The boy sitting next to me in the circle raised
his hand.
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The green glasses

Amanda and Conrad welcomed me home,
wings buzzing and nose vibrating like crazy.

"How was Greenland, Milton? Was there ice
and snow everywhere? Did you see dog sleds
and polar bears? Weren't you really cold? Did
you have to borrow Malik’s kamiks?”
Amanda was completely out of breath from
asking so many questions at once.

I answered her:

“There was some snow, but I thought there
would be big piles of snow everywhere, but
there wasn't. I did see icebergs and sea ice,
but no polar bears or seals. I didn't need to
borrow Malik’s kamiks because there weren’t
any big piles of snow. Actually, they wouldn't
have fit me anyway, unless I cut the toe off

them. So we agreed that Malik would keep his
lovely kamiks on, while I kept my red shoes.”

I took a breath and continued to respond to
Amanda’s many questions:

"0n the outskirts of the town of Uummannag, I
saw a few dog sleds and a pack of sled dogs.
Some of the dogs were sleeping and others
were howling in the wind. Malik told me that
it is very common for dog sleds to be near
where the dogs are tied up. That way, the
hunters have everything in one place. It's
also the place they leave from when they go
hunting. Unfortunately, no hunters took their
dog sleds out while I was visiting, because
there wasn't enough snow or ice on the water.”
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from sealskin
and are wonder-
fully warm and
waterproof. Come and
visit, and you can see
and try them in real life.”

Before I could answer, the
raindrops dissipated and Malik
was gone. I crawled back to Conrad
and Amanda and told them what I had

seen. Amanda’s wings began to buzz and the
tip of Conrad’s nose began to vibrate.

Amanda exclaimed enthusiastically:

“It's just like all the other times you were
invited out into the world! Now Malik has
invited you to Greenland. Let’s find out where
Malik lives right now.”

Conrad stretched so hard his spines stood on
end. "It’s late. I think it's best we get some
sleep. We can find out where in Greenland
Uummannagq is tomorrow, after breakfast.”

Both Amanda and I yawned. Conrad was right.

It was late and we were all tired. Conrad
curled up on my soft green moss tuft carpet.
Amanda tucked herself in under her wings
on her favourite perch on the root under the
ceiling, and I got into my bed and snuggled
up under my quilt.

Just before I fell asleep, I thought of Malik,
his kamik boots and all the new words I'd
learned. I already had bubbles in my stomach.

I was excited to meet Malik and his family in
Greenland.

% Milton and the cool green energy 17
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Malik’s mum told us that there are around
a billion cows in the world today.

With great astonishment, I exclaimed,
"Wow, that’s an awful lot! What do we
use all those cows for?”

Nivi replied:
"The cows provide us with milk and meat.”

Malik looked up at his mum and said,
"But if they fart so much and there are so
many of them, can’t we just drink and eat
something other than milk and meat, so we
don’t need that many cows?”

Nivi smiled at Malik and sat down in the
circle with us:

"It's definitely a good idea to eat a little
less meat. I don’t think you'll get all of
the world to stop eating steaks or drink-
ing cow’s milk from one day to the next,
though.” She continued:

"However, if we all eat a little less meat,
there won’t be any need for that many
cows, and we won't produce as much
methane.”

Nivi got up and turned on the television,
which was next to the board. She turned
off the lights in the classroom. She had
found a little cartoon about methane.
We were going to watch it. Most of us
lay down on our stomachs on top of our
cushions.

I couldn't help but think how lucky I was
and how exciting it was to visit Malik.
The cartoon was very interesting, and
we learned about the many other ways
methane can be created. In the film, we
travelled all over the world and learned
that methane is also formed in landfills,
in rice paddies, and when we burn fossil
fuels - the brown energy.
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Amanda looked worried.
"Does that mean the Earth is really sick, with
a fever and everything?”

"You might say that. Earth has a fever because
of global warming.”

"Global what?” I interrupted.

Before Conrad answered, he fetched some
paper and a pencil. When he returned to the
table, he started to draw. First, he drew the
Earth. Around the Earth, he drew something
that most resembled a transparent glass
house. In the top corner of the paper, Conrad
drew the sun and its rays.

"Look,” he said proudly, "here’s the Earth.”
Conrad pointed to his drawing. He was
obviously pleased with the result.

“Let me try to explain what global warming
is. It can be a bit difficult to understand,
even for me. So, let’s play around with the
difficult words. Let’s start with the sun. It
lives out in space, far away from the Earth.
The sun’s rays transmit heat to the Earth and
allow everything here to live and grow.”

"The Earth, where we are, is protected by an

invisible shield, which you could say looks
like a giant greenhouse. We call this green-
house the atmosphere. The atmosphere helps
to protect us from the sun’s ultraviolet rays.”

"What are ul-tra-vio-let rays?” I asked.

Conrad tried to explain it in a way we could
understand:

“Remember in the summer, when it was
really hot and the sun danced across the blue
sky? All three of us could feel how strong
and warm the sun’s rays were in the summer
heat. Do you also remember that we rubbed
ourselves thoroughly with sunscreen several

% Milton and the cool green energy
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breathe all the
way down into my
stomach. It always
helped.

Have you ever tried

to breathe all the
way down into your
stomach and noticed
how you sort of calm
down?

After some time, my
eyes began to adjust to
the darkness. I looked
around. Now I was really
confused. I was sure I'd
got the location wrong.
Could the magical world
map have been mistaken?
Had it sent me to the wrong
place, somewhere else in the

world?

I felt the bubbles in my stomach. They
started to shrink. Where was I? This place couldn’t
be Greenland. There was only a thin layer of snow around
me. Although the island is called Green-land, there should be
lots of snow and ice in November. Yet there I was, in my red shoes

on bare stone. Where had the snow gone?

§ Milton and the cool green energy 21
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The three of us gathered around the table in
the middle of the cave, and I started to tell
them everything I had learned from Malik’s

dad when we went sailing, and from Malik’s
mum at the school.

I also told them what I had learned about

€02, methane, brown energy, green energy,
wind turbines, solar panels, cow farts and
sluices.

When I'd finished telling them about my trip
to Uummannagq, I remembered my ‘green me’
plan and I took it out of my backpack.
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Both Amanda and Conrad thought it was a
good idea to create their very own ‘green me’
plan. Eager, and a little bit impatient as she
can sometimes be, Amanda fetched some old
magazines with lots of pictures, some coloured
paper, crayons, scissors and glue.

"Come on, Conrad, we'll make our own personal
climate action plans as well, our very own
‘green me’ plans.”

When I saw all the things lined up on the
table in the cave, I couldn't help but think
of Malik’s school. It looked exactly like our

group table in the creativity room. Amanda

and Conrad started to make their ‘green me’
plans while I told them more about my visit
to see Malik.

It was dark outside. The sun had said good-
night a long time ago, and the moon had
started its dance across the night sky.

Amanda and Conrad were still in full swing,
making their ‘green me’ plans.
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I was tired, so I lay down in bed just to relax In the beginning, I didn't quite understand

a little. It didn't take long before I was in what she meant, but now I think I do. She
dreamland. The last thing I thought about told me that I can always improve and

just before I fell asleep was that I had made develop my ‘green me’ plan, and that when I
a great new friend and learned a lot about think carefully about what I can do to fight
Global Goal 13 - Climate Action. climate change, my ideas will also get even

better. I'll start doing that from tomorrow.

Malik’s dad Peter had taught me about cool
green energy and how we can combat global
warming and help the climate. Peter said once
we accept that we are living in a new climate,
he was sure we'd be able to make an even
bigger difference to climate change.

Malik’s mum Nivi had given me some good
advice just before I went back home. She said
that I should keep working on my ‘green me’
plan when I got home. I should remember
that every time I think things over, my ideas
get even better.
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Chapter 4

The transparent blankel

When we came into port, I thanked Peter for

the trip. Malik and I sprinted up to his school.

On the way up to the school, we ran past an
area with dog sleds and a pack of sled dogs.
We quickly ran on, and were well out of
breath when we reached the nice red school
building.

Malik stopped and gestured with his arms as
he said,

"Welcome to my atuarfik, Milton. That means
school in Greenlandic.”

Malik’'s mum Nivi was waiting for us at the
school. She waved us in as she said,

“Aluu Milton. How nice that you came to
visit. Did you enjoy your trip on the fjord?”

I smiled at Malik’s mum and spoke, out of
breath:

"Sailing on the fjord was a great experience.
Now I look forward to seeing what a Green-
landic school day is like.”

On the way down to the classroom, Nivi told

us that she’d been looking forward to meeting
Malik’s new friend from Denmark. That
familiar warmth returned to my rabbit body.
Being called a friend felt nice.

Just before we went into the classroom, Nivi
stopped and turned to me.

"Milton, Malik tells me you have a lot of
questions about Global Goal 13 - Climate
Action. Perhaps we can answer some of them
here in class. This week, we have a theme
week, and we have chosen to work on Global
Goal 13 - Climate Action.”

T could hardly contain myself. I was looking
forward to getting the answers to all my
questions and to become really climate-smart.

There were 15 children in Malik’s class. 7
boys and 8 girls. Their names were difficult to
pronounce, but they were all really nice and
they welcomed me. The children had switched
places so that I could sit next to Malik. That
was nice of them.
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Malik continued:

"Today, the sun will only be out for around
14 minutes. It will be twilight, like it is now,
from 9 am to 3 pm. So we can see a little.”

Hmm... I wondered what twilight meant.
Do you know what twilight is?

Malik could see that I was lost in thought.
Perhaps he read my mind, because he asked
me if I knew what twilight was.

I shook my head, and Malik explained that
twilight was the time when it was bright
enough for us to see outside without any help
from the streetlights.

We carried on down a steep hill towards the
docks. When we had almost reached the sea,
I could sense the twilight out on the horizon.

The beautiful northern lights had disappeared.

Down by the water, Peter stood on his boat
and waved at us. We could hear him shouting
"Hello!”

Malik’s dad looked friendly. He had the same
broad, infectious smile as his son. Malik
jumped aboard the boat and motioned for me
to follow. I rabbit-hopped, and immediately

felt the boat’s rolling movement under my feet.
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Conrad shook his head.

"Why are you shaking your head, Conrad?” I
asked curiously.

He looked at me with his ‘let me tell you’
look.

"Milton! Yes, it is true that the warmer
weather may mean that in some places

in Greenland, they don’t have to wear as
big coats as before. It also means that in
some areas of Greenland, people can grow
vegetables and grains. They can also have
grass and plant trees, which of course is
good.
But what do you think happens to the ice
in Greenland when it gets warmer? What
happens to frozen water when it heats up?”

Do you know what happens to frozen water
when it heats up?

Amanda raised her hand as if she was in
school and said:
"I know! It melts.”

Conrad nodded:

"Quite right, Amanda. So, it will also be a
problem if Greenland gets too warm. When
the ice melts, too much water ends up in the
oceans. This can cause floods in certain parts
of the world.

Fortunately, a lot of people are working to
slow down climate change and stop global
warming.”
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Hand in hand, we started to walk down
towards the docks. I was excited to meet
Malik’s dad, Peter, who was a fisherman.

On the way down to the docks I asked Malik

where the sun was. He said that from mid-
November to mid-January, they have ‘kaperlak’
Kaperlak means polar night. This means that
the sun is only out for a very short time, if it
even comes up at all.
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The wild weather

The roar of thunder filled the enchanted forest.
The wind shook the trees and shrubs. It sounded
as if they were shouting to each other to hold
on tight to their leaves and twigs. The violent
winds made it seem like there were waves in the
molten rainbow brook that runs right outside my
cave. It was as if the wind, rain, thunder and
lightning had all agreed to meet in the middle of
the enchanted forest. The crashes and the flashes
of lightning made my rabbit fur stand on end.

Amanda, Conrad and I were safe and sound
inside my cave. We'd wrapped ourselves in
blankets. Mostly for the cosiness, but they also
helped us to stay warm.

Suddenly, there was a huge crash outside. We snuck
up to the cave entrance with our blankets wrapped
tightly around us. We looked out and saw that
lightning had struck one of the tall, old trees.

Amanda moved in closer to Conrad and me, as
she said:

B % Milton and the cool green energy 5
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The UN is an organisation that was formed
in 1945. Today, there are 193 countries in
the UN. Countries that have signed up to
help create a better world for us and for
all those who come after us. The UN has

developed and adopted the 17 Global Goals.

\J
M,
%V
THE GLOBAL GOALS

For Sustainable Development
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Both Malik and Peter looked at me, astonished.
When I noticed how they stared at me, I must
admit I became a little bit flustered.

"T'll take that as a big yes then, Milton!” Malik
said, laughing.

Peter got up and headed inside to start the
boat’s engine. He called out to us that we
were heading back to port, so that Malik and
I could go to school and learn a lot about
Global Goal 13 - Climate Action.

Malik and I moved close together and got
comfortable under the sealskin blankets. Once
we were up to a good speed, my ears started
to flap. One ear was patting Malik on the top
of his head, like a friendly hand. We couldnt

stop laughing. Malik was my new best friend
from Greenland, and that made me feel all
happy and warm inside.
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As Malik and I stood in the schoolyard, I
wondered how my magic pocket mirror would
work when I couldn’t catch the sun’s last rays.
Before I had time to ask Malik, he'd already
taken out his torchlight. In front of the glass,
he had a piece of coloured plastic that closely
resembled the colour of the sun’s last rays.

He smiled at me and said:

"Yep, Milton - I came prepared. My dad
helped me make this artificial sunray lamp
because we knew you wouldn’t be able to
get real sunrays. I think it'll work.”

For a moment, I stood there enjoying the
view over the fjord and the lights from the
many colourful houses. The northern lights
had returned to say goodbye to me. I was
really excited to tell Conrad and Amanda
about this very special and almost magical
light, and all the other things I learned today.

I gave Malik a huge farewell hug and thanked
him for a great day in Uummannagq. He
pointed his flashlight towards my pocket
mirror. As the light hit the mirror, it reflected
on to me, and I was drawn into my magical
pocket mirror.
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Nivi was by the blackboard. She'd drawn

the sun with its warm rays and the Earth.
Between them, she drew something that
looked like a transparent blanket.

Nivi began to speak:

"The atmosphere allows the sun’s rays
through. When the sun hits the Earth’s
surface, it warms it up. In order for the surface
to let off the heat, it releases it back into the
air. Just like a radiator heating up a room.”

Nivi took a deep breath and asked if we
understood what she said. We nodded and she
continued.

"The atmosphere is what I drew as this trans-

parent blanket on the board. It helps keep
the Earth warm. Under the blanket, it's nice
and warm. If the blanket wasn’t there, Mother
Earth would begin to freeze and it would be so
cold that no people or animals could live here.
It's best when the blanket is neither too thick
or too thin.”

I tried to imagine what the perfect trans-
parent atmospheric blanket would look like.

My blanket thoughts were interrupted by Nivi,
who said:

"When we produce too many greenhouse
gases, the transparent atmospheric blanket
grows thicker and warmer.
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growing thicker and thicker, which means that
it's getting hotter and hotter. That is what we
call global warming.”

I raised my hand and waited for Malik’s mum
to say my name:
"Can you give us some examples of those

green-house-gas-es?” %

e©°®

"You bet I can! There are the two greenhouse
gases, C02 and methane, that I mentioned
before. We have been producing too much of
these gases for many years, so we are now
experiencing climate change, including the
wilder weather.”

I thought it was interesting that Nivi was also
talking about the wild weather. Apparently,
the enchanted forest back home wasn't the
only place with wilder weather.

Nivi looked at her watch and the bell rang.

It was time for a break. Outside, some of the
children were playing football, while others
were playing piggy in the middle. Malik and I
were playing tag with three of his classmates.

We called the game ‘who can catch the gases
first. One girl was the atmosphere, another
girl was the sun and a boy was the surface of
the Earth. Malik and I were the greenhouse
gases, C02 and methane. In the game, the
atmosphere, the sun and the Earth’s surface
had to capture the greenhouse gases. It

was great fun, and we certainly did a lot of
running.
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"It really seems as if the weather has turned
wilder somehow.”

Conrad looked at us. His nose vibrated, as it
always does when he wants to teach us some-
thing new. We returned to the table in the
middle of the cave and he began to speak.

"Actually, Amanda, you're right. The weather
has become wilder. It's caused by global
warming and we all contribute to it. What we
are experiencing in the world now is called
climate change. The changes mean that the
Earth is getting warmer and warmer.”
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cool that they're taking the green energy
path in Greenland. Suddenly, I thought it all
fit together. Of course this great island was
called Green-land, because they use green
energy! I laughed a little to myself, because I
knew that that wasn't the reason at all. But it
was still a funny idea.

Malik looked at his dad.
"Dad, are there other ways for us to get green
energy?”

Peter told us that Greenland and many other
places in the world are beginning to use
even more solar panels and wind turbines to
generate climate-friendly energy - the green,
sustainable energy.

I wanted to learn even more about this cool
green energy. Actually, I wanted to learn more

about Global Goal 13 - Climate Action in
general.

But before I could ask Peter if he would tell
us more, Malik had already started talking.

"You know who knows a lot about sustainable
energy, Milton?”

I shook my head and Malik continued:

”My mum. She’s a teacher at my school. I'm
sure she’d love to teach us more about Global
Goal 13 - Climate Action. Do you want to
come with me to school?”

The bubbles in my stomach started to have
a crazy party. It tickled. Without thinking, I
raised both my arms in the air and shouted
"Yessss!”
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I dreamt that I jumped into my magical world
map and travelled all the way around the
world. I saw how people around the world
made their own ‘green me’ plans. I also saw
how the people who make the rules in the
different countries made and followed their
own ‘green country’ plans. Everyone worked
together

to follow the cool green energy path, instead
of the brown energy path. We all helped each
other to protect ourselves against the wild
weather.

I also saw schools all over the world teaching
children about greenhouse gases, global
warming and climate change. They learned
what they should do differently.
While I was flying around the Earth, I looked
into space. There, I could see
the atmospheric blanket. It
had become thinner. The
atmospheric blanket
smiled at me and I
smiled back.
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“We capture the energy by forcing the water
through some huge pipes. The water flows
through the huge pipes to a type of merry-
go-round, which is called a turbine. When the
water pushes through, the turbine starts to
rotate. There is a box on top of the turbine.
This is called a generator. The generator
produces the electricity.”

"But how does the electricity get to the
houses?” I asked, a little confused.

I really had to focus to keep up. I knew that
Conrad would be really proud of me when I
came home and told him this story about the
magical, clever water. I liked making Conrad
proud.

Peter was obviously impressed by my curiosity.
“Well, Milton, once the generator has

produced the electricity, it can be transported
via the power grid to the houses. The grid is
made up of those large wires in the air, going
from pole to pole.”

"It sure sounds like you came up with a smart
idea,” I exclaimed enthusiastically.

"Actually Milton, Greenland isn’t the only
place with magical and really clever water.
You can find it throughout the world. Using
water to create energy is something people
have done for thousands of years. More than
200 years ago, some clever people figured out
how to use water to produce electricity. And
that's the technique we use today, and we
call it green energy.”

I could feel the bubbles in my stomach start-
ing to dance. They also thought it was really
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"Look what I made,
my very own personal
climate action plan!”

Conrad and Amanda
looked at my plan with
interest. It was divided
into two parts. Half the
page was green with
"Things I will do more’,
and the other half was
brown with ‘Things I
will do less.”

cave info an even better
| CO2magnet 3

Conrad asked why I had
chosen to make one
half brown and not red,
which was the colour
he would normally
choose for something
you shouldn’t do.

~ Eat more fich

Drink tap water, N
water from plasti

I told him I'd been
thinking of the cool
green energy and the
brown energy when I
made my plan.

Do you remember the
difference between
green and brown
energy?

Things [ will do less:

Eat meat

Throw away food - food
waste

Leave the water running
while [ brugh my teeth

Leave the lights on when
Pm not there

Drop litter outdoors

Buy products made of plastie
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Chapler 8

My "green me’ plan

On the way to the creativity room, I looked
out the window. It was just as dark outside as
when I arrived. What did Malik call it?

That's right, the polar night or the ‘kaperlak’
as they call it in Greenlandic. The sun simply
doesn't rise above the horizon. So it can't
dance across the sky as it does elsewhere in
the world.

I wondered what time it was, and I hoped

I had enough time to take part in the work
in the creativity room. I reminded myself

to ask Nivi when the sun went down, even

if it never really got up. I had to get back
home to Amanda and Conrad, you see. I knew
that they would be excited to hear about
everything I learned here in Uummannaq in
Greenland. Things that will be good to know
when we think about Global Goal 13 - Climate
Action.

When we entered the creativity room, a
whole world of colourful paper and cardboard

opened up. On the floor were baskets full of
old newspapers and magazines, with pictures
of aeroplanes, cars, boats, trees, vegetables,
fish, meat, dairy products and much more.

There were glue sticks, scissors, pencils and
crayons on the shelves. I understood why
they called this room the creativity room.

Nivi asked us to get into groups and sit at the
4-seater desks.

From the blackboard, I could hear Malik’s
mum say:

"I think we've learned a lot of important
things today, and I'm really pleased about
that. I hope you feel the same way. Now

I need a plan for what I can start to do
differently from tomorrow. A plan to help the
climate and make the atmosphere thinner.

A plan that I can share with others, so that
they too can make their very own plan. How
about we make our own personal climate
action plan, our very own ‘green me’ plan?”
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electricity here in Greenland, too. This is
called brown energy.”

I raised my hand and completely forgot to
wait until my name was called. I was just
too eager.

“This morning, I learned that you also use
green energy for producing electricity. You
have so much magical and really clever water
that you can produce electricity with hydro-
electric plants. Isn't that right?”

Nivi smiled again:

"Yes, Milton, that's right. And we're getting
better and better at it. The beauty of water
power is that it's much cheaper than oil, once
we've built the hydroelectric plants. Another
good thing about water power is that it
doesn’t pollute, and is therefore very climate
friendly. And you know what?”

The 15 children were looking attentively at Nivi.

"Greenland isn’t the only place that has
started using green energy. In fact, the price
of green energy is now almost the same as
the price of brown energy. More and more
countries in the world are therefore choosing
green energy over brown energy. That means
more renewable energy from solar panels,
windmills and hydroelectric power plants.”

I turned around in my chair and looked at all
my new classmates.

"You know what? I've actually seen solar panels
on one of my Global Goals trips. In Bangladesh.
The whole village has them on their rooftops.
The solar panels give them both heat and
electricity.”

"You're absolutely right, Milton,” said Nivi,
"and that’s what we're going to be working on
in groups now. The more people use renewable
energy like solar, wind and water power,
known as green energy, the less C02 we
produce. That way, we can eventually stop
global warming and climate change, which
causes the wild weather.”

Nivi then asked the groups to play a climate
game. We had to imagine that we had a magic
wand that would solve the CO2 problem all
over the world.

In our group, we came up with a way to make
a huge C02 magnet that could eat all the
excess C02 we produce. It was a really fun
game. We drew our cool magnet and it ended
up looking great. The other groups also had a
lot of good ideas.
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times a day, to protect our skin from
the sun'’s ultraviolet rays? Sunscreen
helped us not to get burned by the sun.”

Conrad continued:
"The atmosphere protects the Earth in
the same way, so it doesn’t get burned
by the sun.”

"Ah, I think I understand it now,” Amanda
exclaimed. The "at-mos-phere is the Earth’s
sunscreen. It's a kind of super sunscreen that
protects all of us. Isn't that right, Conrad?”

Conrad clapped his hands enthusiastically and said,
"EXACTLY! That's exactly what it does! And not only that. The atmosphere also helps keep the
Earth warm. We call that the greenhouse effect.”

That new phrase, green-house-effect, made my rabbit body buzz. I sighed deeply as I tasted
the phrase - green-house-effect. I must have sighed a bit louder than I intended, because
Conrad stopped talking and looked at me.

"
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Suddenly, I could hear a voice I recognised. It
was Malik.

"Tikilluarit Milton,” Malik said, giggling. He
knew I didn't understand what he had said.

I looked at Malik. His smile was infectious,
and I felt safe. I was so happy to see him,

because that meant I was in the right place.

"What does Ti-kil-lua-rit mean?” I asked.

Malik replied:

"Tikilluarit means welcome in Greenlandic. I'm
so glad you've come to visit me and my family
here in Uummannag.

How do you like the northern lights, Milton?
Cool, right?”

0Oh, so that’s what that light was called. It
wasn’t my molten rainbow brook that had
come with me to Greenland. I'd never ever
seen such a beautiful light. I told Malik. He
smiled and looked proud.

Malik took me by the hand and said that we
were going down to the docks, where his dad
was waiting for us. But before we started
walking, he first looked down at his kamik
boots and then back up at me.

"So, Milton, do you want to try my boots on?”

I looked at his little feet and thought I'd
never get my big rabbit feet into those small
boots.

"It's nice of you to offer, Malik, but
unfortunately I think the only way I could
get into your beautiful kamiks is if I cut the
toe off them,” I replied, laughing hard.

Malik laughed too, and we agreed that he
would keep his kamiks on, while I kept my
red shoes.
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Amanda’s butterfly wings buzzed loudly,
as they always do when she gets
excited.
"Wow, yes! That's a really good
idea. And when you get back
home to the enchanted forest,
you can tell us about all the
things you've learned. That
way, we can all become
much more climate-smart.”

Climate-smart was a great

word. I tasted it and got a
warm, fuzzy feeling deep in
my rabbit body.

It was a good plan. I really
wanted to learn more about
Global Goal 13 - Climate Action.
I also wanted to learn more about
global warming, ultraviolet rays, the
greenhouse effect and the atmosphere,
which is the Earth’s sunscreen.

With her wings still buzzing, Amanda said
that we should find a place where the big
effects of climate change could really be seen
and felt.

She looked at Conrad and asked:

"Are there any places in the world where the
effects of climate change are really clear and
where they are already feeling it more than
here in the enchanted forest?”

The tip of Conrad’s nose started to vibrate
again. He clearly had a good idea.

“Climate change can be seen in the weather
in many different ways around the world. In
some countries, they have more severe storms
and heavier rain, like what we have right now.
Elsewhere, there are long periods of drought,
which means no rain for a long time. But
there are also places where it has already
become warmer, like in Greenland.”

"Greenland!” Amanda and I shouted in unison.

Conrad had told us about the great white
island several times when we were looking at
the magical world map.

I had a thought that I just had to share with
my friends.

"In some ways, they must be happy about

it in Greenland. It's always been really cold
there. But now they won't freeze anymore.”

E Milton and the cool green energy 11
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Chapter 2
Aluu Milton

When we woke up the next morning, the
sun was shining outside. The wild rain,
wind, thunder and lightning were all gone.
The enchanted forest was quiet again. After
breakfast, Amanda impatiently flew to the
magical world map on the wall in my cave.

"Come ooooon Conrad, come ooooon Milton!
We have to find the town of Uummannagq

in Greenland,” she said impatiently as she
pointed to the large white island on the map.

All three of us stood there, our noses pushed
up against the world map. Who would find the
town first?

It didn't take long before Amanda jumped up
and down with joy as she shouted,

"I found the town, I found Uummannaq!”

"Greenland really is a very big island,” I said,
as we all stood there, studying the map.

Conrad nodded and told us that Greenland
is actually the world’s largest island. He
also told us that the distance between the
enchanted forest and Uummannagq is over
3,000 km.

The sun was setting. Through the entrance,
we could see the light from the illuminated
enchanted blackberry bush on the roof of my
cave.

When we turned back towards the magical
world map, the frame was glowing brightly.
It meant that I could now jump headfirst into
the map and travel to Malik and his family.

I was so ready. I gave Amanda and Conrad a
giant hug.

I turned and jumped headfirst into the map.
The journey through the magical world map
was special, as always. All the colours of
the rainbow surrounded me, like a safe,
comforting blanket.
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"Yes! Here in Greenland, we have been
experiencing climate change for a long time,
and the rest of the world can feel it too.
Therefore, Global Goal 13 - Climate action
says that, together we need to strengthen our
resistance to those changes.”

Palana looked puzzled and asked:

"What does strengthening our resistance mean?”

Nivi replied:

"Well, we need to help each other in order to
protect ourselves against the wild weather,
so we don't get hurt. For example, we need to
make houses stronger to withstand the severe
storms and heavy rain. We also need to help
each other to safeguard all the towns that
are located near the sea, so they don't get
flooded when the water rises.”

She opened a large book that she had lying
n her desk.

People from many places around the world
are already working hard to help each other
deal with the wild weather. For example,
t
o

=}

4

hey build sluices in towns close to the sea
r rivers.”

=

ivi walked around between the desks and
howed us some great pictures of a sluice.

©

While she was doing that, she said:

"A sluice is a kind of door in the water. When
there is a high tide, the water rises and the
sluice doors close. That way, the water can’t
get in and flood the land.”

I giggled a bit to myself. I could easily see
myself as a sluice captain, wearing a lovely
big sluice captain’s hat, opening and closing
the sluices when needed. Of course, I'd have
to be really strong, or I wouldn't be able to
open and close the sluice doors.

So in addition to reinforcing houses, river
and coastal areas, we are also working on
solutions to help us all adapt to the climate
change we are experiencing today. It is
important that we look ahead. The more
positive we are about ways we can adapt, the
better I think the results will be. No matter
how we adapt, we must remember to help
each other to slow down climate change and
stop global warming.

Nivi stood up.

"Come with me, everyone. We'll go to the
creativity room. We must figure out how we
can help to slow down climate change.”
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Sikki said:

"At home,

we talked about
making our house more
green.”

I looked at Sikki, puzzled.
“How will painting your house green

help the climate?” Nivi and asked her if she knew what time it
was and when the sun would go down, even if
Sikki tried not to laugh as she answered: it never really came up. She smiled at me and

knew why I had asked.
"We won't paint our house green. We'll be

using more green energy. For example, we can  "Milton, I think it’s time for you to pack up

turn down the heat and switch all of our old your great ‘green me’ plan, say goodbye to
light bulbs to LED light bulbs.” the class and head out into the school yard

with Malik, so that you can say goodbye to
When I finished my ‘green me’ plan, I called each other.”
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Peter looked at me and said:

"Milton, I can understand why you're
surprised. In the olden days, we had more
snow and more sea ice in the fjord than we
have today. Global warming changed the cli-
mate here in Greenland. Now we have longer
periods of warmth and shorter periods of
frost. The snow and sea ice are melting faster
than ever before. Just look at the fjord here.
There isn’t much sea ice.”

Peter looked out across the fjord, where
scattered pieces of sea ice were floating around.
"My great-great-grandad, great-grandad,
grandad and dad were all hunters. They never
imagined that our family would be doing
anything else. Their work was to take their
dog sleds out on a lot of very long trips to
catch seals, fish and reindeer.

That’s how the Greenlandic hunters caught
food for hundreds of years.”

§ Milton and the cool green energy 27
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Chapler 5
Foasil what?

After the break, we went back to the class-
room. Nivi had divided the class into groups.
She had written our names on yellow sticky
notes so we knew where to sit. When every-
one had sat down, Nivi asked us to look at
the blackboard. She praised us for being so
good at asking questions, and told us to keep
doing it.

"Let’s start with the first of the two green-
house gases,” Nivi said. “The one called C02.
To be able to stop producing so much C02, we
need to know where it comes from.”

My rabbit ears stood straight up, that’s how
hard I was focusing. I knew that Conrad and
Amanda would love to hear me recount all
this when I returned home.

Malik’s mum told us that people generate
large amounts of CO2 every time they burn
fossil fuels. Fossil fuels - I knew what they
were. Peter told us about them when we were

out sailing on the fjord.

Nivi asked the class if anyone knew what
fossil fuels were.

My hand shot up like a rocket and I said,
"T know!”

Nivi smiled and said that I should share it
with the rest of the class. In a proud voice,
I told her that fossil fuels are fuels like coal,
oil and gas.

One of the girls, who I think was called Sikki,
raised her hand and said:

"But if burning these fossil fuels is so bad for
the climate, why don't we just stop doing it?”

Nivi smiled:

"If only it was that easy, Sikki. Most of the
energy we use comes from coal, oil and gas.
A lot of countries use coal or oil to heat their
homes. We actually use fossil fuels to produce
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Nivi was impressed with how creative we
were. She told us that real C02 magnets
actually already exist. Trees, shrubs and grass
act as magnets that eat the C02 we produce.
So, one solution could be to plant many more
trees in the world.

With his chin resting on his hand, Malik said:
“We would find it hard to plant trees here in
our town of Uummannagq. The climate here
isn’t right for it. But I think that countries
where the climate is more tree-friendly

could get new or larger

forests.

I also think that a

lot of people who

live in houses around
the world could plant
more greenery in their
gardens. It looks nice
and it's good for the
climate.”

I thought Malik’s
idea was a really
good one, and

I wanted to
remember to tell
my mum and dad
about it.

Suddenly, one of the other children let out a
giant fart. We all started to laugh, including
the boy who had done it. Even Malik’s mum

couldn’t help but smile. She said:

"Perfect timing. In fact, that is a very good

example of the next greenhouse gas we'll be
talking about. It's called methane.”

But it was time for lunch.
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